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“By the end of the century there will be an increase of 
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submerge New York. All the coastal cities would be 
covered”
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“By the end of the century there will be an increase of 
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere by more than 10 per 
cent. . . . [which] will be sufficient to melt the icecap and 
submerge New York. All the coastal cities would be 
covered”

- Edward Teller at “Energy and Man”, hosted by the API and 
the Columbia University Graduate School of Business, 1959
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Big tobacco litigation:

1. History (culpability)

2. Epidemiology (damages)



Big fossil litigation:

1. History (culpability)

2. Attribution science (damages)



NY AG MA AG 
(investigation)

City of 
Baltimore, MD

State of 
Rhode Island

Cities of 
Oakland and

San Francisco, CA

Counties of
San Mateo, Marin, 

and Santa Cruz; 
City of Imperial 

Beach, CA

City of 
New York

King County, WA

Counties of Boulder 
and San Miguel, CO

Sept. 2019: Nine cases ongoing (so far)



“The key lesson to take away from the tobacco 
experience here is that once tobacco litigation began, it 
continued incessantly for decades.

We’re at the dawn of this age of litigation that will be 
facing the oil companies.

This is not a fleeting phenomenon. 
It is likely to define the future.”

- Carroll Muffett, 
Center for International Environmental Law 


