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WHAT IS THE ENERGY-EFFICIENT CODES COALITION?

A growing group of building sector advocates and supporters committed to improving the 
energy efficiency of the International Energy Conservation Code and setting America’s model 

building energy code on a glide-path to net-zero energy construction. 

EECC’s supporters include: businesses, trade associations, energy efficiency organizations, 
environmental groups, and consumer advocates that understand how homeowners, tenants, 

businesses, and state and local governments all benefit from steady increases in energy 
efficiency in the built environment.  

EECC was originally established in 2007 by the Alliance to Save Energy.
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EECC’s Guiding Principles
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The BASICS of the IECC

There’s no “national” U.S. building code
• States adopt own codes (in some states, cities adopt)

IECC is one of several building codes (ex: plumbing, 
electrical, accessibility, fire, mechanical, energy/IECC)
• Most states adopt IECC
• All codes - updated every 3 years in national consensus 

process administered by International Code Council (ICC)

IECC applies to:
• New residential and commercial buildings, and 
• Significant remodels or additions
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IMPORTANCE OF THE 2021 IECC

Cumulative savings from 2010 to 2040:
§ $126 billion energy cost savings
§ 841 MMT avoided carbon emissions
§ 12.82 quads primary energy savings

Building Sector Energy Consumption
§ About 40% of all U.S. energy
§ More than 70% of all U.S. electricity
§ About 40% of carbon emissions
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Status of State Energy Code Adoption: 
COMMERCIAL Buildings

• About two-thirds of 
Americans live in a 
jurisdiction covered by 
the 2015 or 2018 IECC

• Nine “Home Rule” 
states do not have 
statewide code (cities 
adopt).
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Status of State Energy Code Adoption: 
RESIDENTIAL Buildings
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U.S. CONFERENCE OF 
MAYORS RESOLUTION

• 1,400 Mayors across U.S.
• From cities of 30,000+ in size
• Encourages city governments to 

maximize voting to improve 
2021 IECC at least 10% this Nov.



2021 IECC DEVELOPMENT PROCESS
KEY DATES / DEADLINES EECC ACTIONS

March 29 Deadline to join ICC

Ap. 28-May 8 ICC Committee Action Hearings

Jan. 14 IECC proposals due to ICC

March 4 Proposals made public

July 24 Public Comments due to ICC

Deadline to register voters with ICCSep. 23

Evaluated hundreds of IECC proposals 

Testified

Recruited new ICC members

Submitted Public Comments

Helped register new voters

Submitted 40+ proposed changes
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2021 IECC PROPOSALS—HIGHLIGHTS FROM 
ALBUQUERQUE

Residential Proposals 
ü Fenestration
ü Lighting and Controls 
ü Duct Leakage Testing and Backstop 
ü Floors and Walls
ü Mechanical Ventilation

…Plus:

Commercial Proposals 
ü Fenestration 
ü Opaque Envelope
ü Air Leakage Testing and Verification 
ü Controlled Receptacles 
ü Lighting 
ü EV-ready Circuitry and EV-capable 

Wiring
ü Points Options 
ü Net-zero Energy “Stretch Codes” 

Appendix 
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EMISSIONS REDUCTION POTENTIAL AT STAKE

EECC-sponsored Proposals: 35 MMT CO2

EECC-endorsed Proposals + 15 MMT CO2

Total Potential Carbon Emissions Reductions: 50 MMT CO2
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2021 IECC DEVELOPMENT PROCESS—WHAT COMES NEXT

• Testifying
• Educating voters 
• Voting Guide

Oct. 23 to 30
ICC Public Committee Hearing 
to set ballot, Las Vegas, NV 

Late Nov. Voting Online

KEY DATES / DEADLINES EECC ACTIONS
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EnergyEfficientCodes.org RESOURCES

ü Codes-Carbon Calculator for estimated jurisdiction CO2 and cost savings
ü News and blog posts
ü Fact sheets
ü EECC Voting Guide

o Top-priority proposals 
o Voting recommendations 



THANK YOU!

Maria Ellingson
mellingson@ase.org


